COMOVAG NST 11240. 1C
N4

COMOVAG | NSTRUCTI ON 11240. 1C

Subj: USE OF GOVERNMENT OWNED OR LEASED MOTOR TRANSPORTATI ON

Ref : (a) DOD Regul ation 4500. 36R
(b) Joint Travel Regulations, Vol.
(c) Joint Travel Regulations, Vol.

|, paragraph U3200

1, paragraph C2050

1. Purpose. To pronulgate policy regarding use of subject
transportation at Commander, Mobile M ne Assenbly G oup ( COVOVAG
and all units and detachnent.

2. Cancellation. COVOVAG NST 11240. 1B.

3. Background. Reference (a) is the primary reference
concerning notor vehicle use by DoD personnel. The effective
managenent and utilization of the limted vehicle assets shall be
of a prine concern to all personnel.

4. Action

a. Oficial Use of Vehicles. The use of all DoD notor
vehi cl es, including those | eased, using DoD funds, from other
gover nnment agencies or conmercial sources, shall be restricted to
of ficial purposes only. Federal Property Managenent Regul ations
section 101-6.402, provides that each Federal agency shall ensure
that governnment transportation is used for official purposes
only; e.g., to further the m ssion of the agency. Wen questions
ari se about the official use of a notor vehicle, they shall be
resolved in favor of strict conpliance with statutory provisions
and the policy section of this regulation.

(1) The determ nation as to whether a particular use is
for official purpose is a matter of adm nistrative discretion to
be exercised within applicable |aw and regul ations. In making
such a determ nation, consideration shall be given to al
pertinent factors, including whether the transportation is:

(a) Essential to the successful conpletion of a DoD
function, activity, or operation.

(b) Consistent with the purpose for which the notor
vehi cl e was acquir ed.

(2) The use of DoD notor vehicles shall not be authorized
for transporting DoD or other personnel over all or any part of
the route between their dom ciles and places of enpl oynent except
as aut horized in paragraph 5-b.
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(3) Unless authorized under reference (a), chapter 5,
transportation to, from or between |ocations shall not be
provi ded by the DoD for the purpose of conducting personal
busi ness or engaging in other activities of a personal nature by
mlitary or civilian personnel, nenbers of their famlies, or
ot hers.

5. Tenporary Duty

a. Transportation may be provided between | odgi ng and duty
station for personnel on tenporary duty when public or comrerci al
facilities are inadequate or nonexistent. The tenporary duty
status of an individual does not necessarily justify the use of a
DoD notor vehicle. Use of DoD notor vehicles shall always be
predi cated on need, distance involved, and other conditions that
justify their use. Wien an adequate DoD or commercial bus system
is available, funding for individual notor vehicle or conmerci al
rental car is prohibited.

b. Wien a DoD-owned or |eased vehicle is authorized for use
while on tenporary duty, the vehicle shall be operated between
pl aces required for official business, or between such places and
tenmporary | odging. Wen public transportation is not avail able
or its use is inpractical, the use of DoD owned of |eased
vehicles is authorized between places of business, |odging,
eating establishnents, drugstores, barber shops, places of
wor shi p, cleaning establishments, and simlar places required for
the confort or health of the nenber, and which foster the
continued efficient performance of governnent business (see
references (a) and (b)). Using either a DoD-owned or |eased
vehicle for transportation to or fromentertai nment or
recreational facilities is prohibited.

c. Transportation support of groups nmay be provided for
aut hori zed activities such as installation sponsored athletic
teans, Morale Wl fare and Recreation, and Chaplain’s prograns
when it has been determ ned by the installation conmander that
failure to provide such service would have an adverse effect on
nor al e.

d. Transportation may be provided for mlitary and civilian
personnel officially participating in public cerenpbnies, mlitary
field denonstrations, and parades directly related to offici al
activities.

e. The spouse of a governnent enployee nmay be transported in
a DoD notor vehicle only when:

(1) Acconpanying the mlitary nenber or civilian
enpl oyee in the governnment vehicle, the use of which has al ready
been aut horized to acconplish official business, and there is
space avail able. Such transportation can be provided only at no
addi tional cost to the government. The size of the vehicle
aut hori zed nust be no larger than that required for the
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performance of the official business. Exceptions to this policy
are as foll ows:

(a) Wien a spouse proceeds i ndependently to or from
an official function, it nust be due to circunstances that has
made it inpractical or inpossible for sponsor to acconpany the
spouse en route, (i.e. the spouse’ s presence at the function is
in the best interest of the governnment). This authority applies
only to the spouse of sponsor who is authorized to receive
domcile to duty transportation or,

(b) Such transportation is required for reasons of
security. Spouses are not considered representatives of the
United States.

(c) Transportation may be provided to support DoD
Fam |y Advocacy Programs in accordance with instructions
establ i shed by DoD conponents.

(d) Transportation by a DoD notor vehicle shall not
be provided when the justification is based solely on reasons of
rank, position, prestige, or personal convenience.

6. Local Commander Responsibility. [In exercising managenment
over notor vehicles at units and detachnent |evels, Commandi ng
Oficers/Oficer-in-Charge shall

a. Establish |ocal procedures for assignnment and use of
vehicles in conformance with the policies of reference (a).

b. Ensure that operational procedures are flexible to neet
changi ng requirenents.

c. Establish |ocal procedures for the nost econonical use of
manpower and equi prnent .

d. Ensure the safety, security, and proper care and use of
vehi cl es and equi pnment .

e. Ensure that vehicles are operated in accordance with
State and local traffic safety regul ati ons concerned, and
appl i cabl e Federal H ghway Adm nistration Regul ati ons.

7. Mtor Vehicle Operator Responsibility. |In operating any DoD
not or vehicle, operators shall

a. Operate DoD notor vehicles for official use only.

b. Conply with this regulation and any ot her applicable
regul ations including Federal, State, and |ocal |aws pertaining
to the proper safe and efficient operation of DoD vehicles.

c. Report traffic violations, accidents, or damage occurring
whi | e having custody of, or when operating a DoD vehicl e.
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d. Perform operator maintenance and submt docunents
incidental to notor vehicle operation as required by the vehicle
i ssuing authority.

e. Report suspension or revocation of their State notor
vehi cl e operator license as required by the vehicle issuing
aut hority.

f. Report any change in personal physical condition which
may adversely affect their ability to operate a DoD notor
vehi cl e.

g. Uilize self-service punps and service stations that
accept SF 149 “CGovernment National Credit Card” when purchasing
t he nost cost effective fuel for DoD notor vehicle.

8. Determning the Method for Transporting Personnel. Wen it
has been determ ned that notor vehicle transportation is
essential to the performance of official business, the follow ng
nmet hods shall be considered in the order shown, to the extent
they are avail abl e and capabl e of neeting m ssion requirenents:

a. DoD schedul ed bus servi ce.

b. Schedul ed public transportation.

c. DoD notor vehicles.

d. Voluntary use of privately-owned notor vehicle on a
rei mbur sabl e basi s.

e. Taxicab, on a reinbursabl e basis.
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